
Release Date: September 2014
Naxos Records
Catalog Number: 9.70126

New Release on Naxos Records:
Jenny Q Chai, Piano
Life Sketches: Piano Music of Nils Vigeland

Life Sketches is the latest digital re-
lease of the esteemed Classical label 
Naxos.  This world première recording 
is the product of a long-time collabora-
tion between the Chinese pianist Jenny 
Q Chai and American composer Nils 
Vigeland.

Distribution Sources
Available from major digital services providers for downloading and streaming.

WORLD PREMIÈRE RECORDING
Supervised by the composer
Jenny Q Chai, Piano

Recorded at Oktaven Audio, Yonkers, NY, 5–7 August 2013
Producers: Jenny Q Chai & Nils Vigeland • Engineer & Editor: Ryan Streber • 
Publishers: NAVAN Music
Piano: Steinway D prepared by Arlan Harris, RPT.MPT • Booklet notes: Nils 
Vigeland
Cover image: Greeta Studio (portrait of Jenny Q. Chai); panupong1982 / 
Fotolia.com (background)

Catalog Number: 9.70126

Tracks
! Allora e Ora   (2013)                              15:38
[1]  Santa Fina (1238-1253)  3:57
[2] Accusi va er monno                  2:22
 G.G. Belli-Roma, 14 November 1831
[3] Ricercare                   6:23
[4] I Turisti    2:47

! Five Pieces (2010)!                                18:03
[5] 1.    1:32
[6] 2.    2:09
[7] 3.    4:47
[8] 4.—    4:23
[9] 5.    5:08

! Life Sketches (1994)!                14:52
 in memory of Yvar Mikhashoff
[10] 1. Wild Hopes   1:24
[11] 2. Profane Dance                   2:15
[12] 3. Trumpets   2:02
[13] 4. Im Volkston   1:09
[14] 5. Cambiata Waltz                  2:12
[15] 6. Barcarolle   5:48

[16]! L'empire des lumières (1993)               5:06
 hommage à René Magritte

[17]! All in due time (1973)!                11:03

The five pieces on this recording span forty years in their date of composition 
and constitute about  half  of  the music for solo piano written by composer Nils  
Vigeland. They appear in reverse order of composition, from most recent, 2013, 
to oldest, 1973. Of the seventeen individual movements,  the most common link 
between them is  duration – more than half of  them are less than three minutes 
long and, with the exception of all in due time, none are longer than six minutes.
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About the Composer:
Nils Vigeland, born in Buf-
falo NY in 1950, is  a com-
poser and pianist who has 
been active in NYC musical 
life since 1978. His work 
h a s b e e n p e r f o r m e d 
throughout Europe and 
North America and is avail-
able on Mode, Lovely Mu-
sic, Focus and Ravello CD 
releases. With Eberhard 
Blum and Jan Williams,  he 
recorded the complete ex-
tended length works for 
flute, percussion and piano 
of Morton Feldman on HAT ART. He taught for thirty years at 
Manhattan School of Music, retiring as Chair of the Composition 
Department in 2013.

About Jenny Q Chai:
A boundary-defying artist, and recipient of numerous awards, 
pianist  Jenny Q Chai studied at the Shanghai Music Conserva-
tory, the Curtis Institute of Music, the Manhattan School of Mu-
sic, and in Germany. Chai has won acclaim for performances in 
New York City, Chicago and Baltimore, as well as throughout 
Western Europe. In China,  she has appeared regularly at the 
Shanghai Concert  Hall, and is widely known as a leading ad-
vocate for contemporary music, having given the Chinese 
premie ̀re of numerous contemporary masterworks, including 
works by Messiaen, Cage, and the very first prepared piano 
concert in the country.  Her immersive approach to music is 
also channelled into her work with FaceArt  Institute of Music, 
the Shanghai-based organisation she founded and runs,  offer-
ing music education and an international exchange of music 
and musicians in China and beyond. She also serves on the 
Board of Directors of the New York City-based contemporary 
music organisation Ear to Mind. Chaiʼs talents have been 
showcased on recordings with Ensemble 20/21 on the 
Deutschlandfunk label (performing music by Hanns Eisler) and 
as solo pianist/vocalist on ArpaVivaʼs New York Love Songs.
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Notes from the  composer: Allora e ora (Now and 
Then),  in four movements, starts  with an evocation of a 
thirteenth-century saint,  Santa Fina, whose life lasted 
fifteen years, the last five spent lying on a wooden pallet. 
Accusi va er monno (That’s the way the world goes) is a 
song without words to a text by the scabrous Roman 
dialect  poet of the common people, G.G. Belli (1791–
1863). Ricercare is a more abstract piece in which 
eleven notes keep  unfolding in highly divergent pattern-
ings.  I  Turisti imagines the great Italian monuments, here 
represented by fragments of two songs, Three Coins in a 
Fountain and O Sole Mio, enveloped by chattering visi-
tors.
!
Five Pieces is a set of untitled character pieces written 
for Jenny Q Chai. The different texture of each of the 
pieces was intended to give Jenny every opportunity to 
utilize her varied and remarkable gifts of touch and tim-
bre.
!
Life Sketches is dedicated to the memory of Yvar Mik-
hashoff, with whom I  studied piano 1974-76 at the Uni-
versity  at Buffalo. I cherish the memory of  his  teaching, 
his friendship and his generosity. Yvar was a person of 
opposites;  publicly gregarious, privately lonely. He loved 
both all things theatrical as well as arcane. A large man, 
somewhat ungainly, he was an exquisite ballroom 
dancer. The six movements of the suite locate Yvar at 
various moments in his life and his personae. The last 
piece,  Barcarolle, floats down the river Styx and remem-
bers the first piece, Wild Hopes, now shorn of  its  hys-
teria,  as well as Cambiata Waltz, which floats above a 
muted ostinato. 
!
L’empire des lumières (The Empire of Lights) attempts to 
find some musical equivalents to the extraordinary 
‘tromp l’oeil' of René Magritte’s  lamplit street scene be-
neath a blue sky. This is sought in three sources, a hesi-
tant  chordal sequence in many tempi, a simple diatonic 
melodic fragment that incongruously follows this and a 
rapid disappearing act, ppp, over the entire range of the 
keyboard.
!
all in due time is, perhaps, the least like any of the other 
pieces. I was, as were many then, much concerned with 
music as process, the texture of the first and last parts of 
this  piece being entirely canonic in which the entries of 
the voices gradually  move into correct alignment  to pro-
duce the scale figure solutions. 
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